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Editorial 


As the British football season ended, it was the nazis and racists who were playing home and 
away. 

In Thamesmead, where two young black people have been killed in as many months and black 
families are being forced from their homes by a sustained campaign of intimidation by the British 
National Party and its racist followers, the BNP decided to call a national march on 25 May from 
the very spot at which 15-year-old Rolan Adams was brutally slain. The only concession by the 
police in the face of mass protest was the moving of the route by 100 yards. 

In the week leading up to the march, anti-fascists became concerned that some officials of the 
Greenwich Action Campaign Against Racist Attacks were rapidly cooling to the idea of people 
blocking the streets to the BNP march. Searchlight knows of at least two other instances in the 
country where the police have threatened to arrest local community organisers in the event of a 
physical protest but in those cases they did not back down. However on this occasion, when over 
200 people were ready to take on the 120 BNP marchers and block their path, in an act of betrayal 
GACARA led over 400 other demonstrators off in the opposite direction. Despite this, the BNP’s 
march was cut short as anti-fascists pursued the fascists across the estate. 

In the evening more than 200 anti-fascists turned up at Kensington library to take over a hall 
booked by the League of St George’s book club, Steven Books, for a neo-nazi symposium with 
speakers from various fascist and nazi outfits, including a convicted bomber. Instead an anti- 
fascist rally took place and leading officials of the League could do nothing but sit back and 
watch. It seems that hundreds of tickets for the rally had been given out earlier in the day in 
Thamesmead. F 

The only violence that occurred was when gangs of neo-nazis, some armed with iron bars, tried 
to fight their way in and the audience defended themselves. The police issued a statement 
strangely referring to the event as a book launch, with no mention of bombers. The Sunday 
Telegraph was the only paper to tell the truth about the nature of the rally. 

Tony Lecomber, the convicted bomber, afterwards told the assembled nazis that he knew 
where the Searchlight editor lived and what to do about it. League of St George officer Keith 
Thompson encouraged injured nazis to say that the editor had attacked them when he knew full 
well that the editor had tried to stop any violence, other than people lawfully defending 
themselves from attack. Does this mean perjury is being planned? Many of the nazis present had 
thanked the editor for the anti-fascists’ restraint and discipline, knowing that the violence had 
come from their own comrades. The pile of weapons removed from the nazis is proof to their 
intentions. 

We noted that the cowards who betrayed people at Thamesmead were nowhere to be seen in 
Kensington. Searchlight would like to thank the family of Rolan Adams for all their help before 
and on the day of the march. They are fine decent people who need all our solidarity at this tragic 
time in their lives. 

While the BNP footsoldiers were having a rough time in London, their fiihrer, John Tyndall, 
had finally made it to the US. Last year, working with the Center for Democratic Renewal, we 
managed to stop him getting in. Maybe he was surprised he made it this time. Well sorry, John, it 
was intentional. We and CDR wanted to see with whom you would be plotting, and what a motley 
crew they turned out to be. Our cover photo shows Tyndall on. arrival at Atlanta airport in the 
company of lawyer Sam Dickson, who has defended the Ku Klux Klan on many occasions. A full 
report will appear in our July issue. 
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NF AT POINT OF DEPARTURE? 


The big question in what is expected to 
be general election year is whether the 
National Front will make it to the 
starting post with its 60 candidates or 
will it all but cease to operate before the 
blast of the starting whistle is heard 
throughout the land. 


Big problems are facing the party’s 
chairman, Ian Anderson, and some reports 
suggest he may take the £8,000 he has in the 
bank and go it alone with his Panther Press 
as a commercial venture. Perhaps he has 
looked at the career of one of his 
predecessors at the top of the NF, Martin 
Webster, who after he was chucked out by 
Anderson and chums in the 1983 coup, 
made one attempt to set up a new group 
called Our Nation, and on its failure started 
a graphics business instead. 

Anderson has had big opportunities in 
the last couple of years to really do 
something with the party, but his habit of 
surrounding himself with losers and thugs 
has kept him from making the grade. 

The recent arrest of three National 
Executive members has made things even 
worse. One of the arrested men, Terry 
Blackham, has since his arrest been 
promoted to full-time organiser in London 
and the NF’s_ national organiser, 
Christopher John Hill, is another of those 
charged. 

The idea of any thinking member taking 
orders from a jumped-up thug like Terry 
Blackham is too odd to rate credibility. 

Ian had greatly ingratiated himself to the 
movement with the delivery of many 
thousands of pounds to the NF’s coffers, 
after securing an inheritance of £50,000 left 
by a fascist sympathiser. 

He then told his fellow executive 
members that he wanted a large slice of the 
action to reimburse him for money laid out 
on the NF’s behalf over the years. As he 
had all the paperwork he held the whip 
hand and got what he wanted, leaving 
enough for the NF to launch a major 
election fund. 

The level of support for the NF has 
deteriorated rapidly in recent weeks. One 
senior and longstanding activist, Ted 
Budden, the well-known antisemite from 
Brighton, has left the party although he is 
still writing his column for the NF 


publication, The Flag. Martin Wingfield is 
taking a much lower profile and is thought 
to be negotiating with the British National 
Party for a place in its hierarchy. Family 
squabbles in the Taylor household on the 
south coast have also caused serious 
problems. 

Anderson’s plans for a major effort 
against Irish Republican supporters in 
Islington failed with only about six people 
turning up. And at Hemel Hempstead his 
bodyguards left him in the lurch when the 
opposition turned up. 

Another organisational fiasco led to the 
NF being banned from Uxbridge Civic 
Centre in west London on 11 May and 
getting involved in violence with the local 
police. The previous evening they wrecked 
a primary school which was to be the venue 
of an Indian Workers’ Association meeting 
addressed by Gerry Adams. 

The NF’s major Midlands rally arranged 
for St George’s Day in Dudley ended up in 
Sheldon, Birmingham, with less than 100 
fascists turning up despite the fact that this 
is their strongest area and the St George’s 


_ Day rally is a key annual event. 


The biggest blow that day was Steven 
Brady’s refusal to turn up and speak. This 
stemmed from Ian Anderson’s ban on 
Brady addressing the 25 May rally 


organised by Keith Thompson of the 
League of St George in London. Anderson 


lan Anderson wrings his hands in despair at 
another poor turnout. 


grassed his fellow nationalists by suggesting 
that the BNP’s presence at the rally would 
be unacceptable to the NF because the 
BNP is a proscribed organisation — with 
the result that both the opposition and the 
authorities took a keen interest in the rally. 
How Anderson can reconcile this with his 
standing shoulder to shoulder with the BNP 
at Brick Lane is beyond us. 

Brady is also said to be very unhappy 
about standing for parliament in east 
London, an area he says the BNP are 
entitled to. He wants a Midlands seat. 

With the BNP stepping up its regional 
organisation hundreds of NF members are 
speculating what to do if Brady were to take 
the big step and leave with his followers for 
the BNP. 

It is thought that Brady and Tom Acton, 
the printer, already control two of the NF’s 
publications and could take them along if 
they went over to the BNP or started up on 
their own. 

Certainly the results of the recent local 
elections show no hope for the NF at the 
ballot box at present, but as we have said 
before, we believe they are waiting for 
the introduction of proportional represen- 
tation. Then we may see financial support 
for the party really taking off. 

Newham Council, which cut off a grant 
to Searchlight three months ago, must have 
felt it did not need our intelligence input in 
order to find out what was going on in the 
borough. Clearly its sources are not up to 
the mark. 

We have known for a long time that Ian 
Anderson’s home in Monmouth Road, 
Newham, a stone’s throw from the Town 
Hall, was in fact the NF’s_ national 
headquarters. We did not previously make 
this fact public because we have had the 
building under surveillance but it is odd 
that nobody else caught on. Perhaps the 
council will now find some local ruling to 
stop the terraced house being used for such 
purposes. While it is looking into this, it 
might also check whether any local Labour 
Party branches have done business with 
Anderson’s Panther Press. 

With Ian Anderson’s lacklustre leader- 
ship, it is clear that his demise would be a 
bonus for the nazis and a blow for those 
who hope to see the NF kept as a 
containable force. 


A DERISORY PERFORMANCE 


Nazi candidates’ results at the local elections on 2 May 1991 


Ward Council Name Party Number of votes % of vote 
Abbey Leicester PEACOCK (John Allen) British National Party 54 1.06 
Coalville NW Leicestershire TAYLOR (James Nigel) British National Party 106 

Smallbridge Wardleworth Rochdale HENDERSON (Kenneth) British National Party 158 3.98 
Washwood Heath Birmingham City HILL (Christopher Jonathan George) National Front 94 1.26 
Weoley Birmingham City PEARSON (Stephen Phillip) National Front 48 0.65 
Sheldon Birmingham City READ (Pauline) National Front 83 0.94 
St James Dudley NOLAN (Andrew Edward) National Front 92 0.92 
Cheylesmore Coventry BATES (Frank Thomas) National Front 110 2.19 
Oscott Birmingham NEWEY (Christopher) Nationalist 67 0.88 
Elton Bury HAWKINS (Clifford) Independent White Labour 55 a lr 
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The Daily Star has launched a 


poisonous campaign against 
immigrants. The Commission for 
Racial Equality is reportedly 


considering referring the paper to the 
police, for alleged incitement to racial 
hatred. 


The pretext for the campaign was the 
arrival in Britain of a nine strong family 
from Bangladesh, who allegedly knew “just 
one English word — HOUSE”, which they 
repeated “parrot-style” until they were 
given a “RENT-FREE council flat”. Mr 


Abdul Motlib, who is described as 
“smiling”, and speaking “hardly any 
English”, was put up in_ temporary 


accommodation by Bedford Council. 

Mr Motlib, who has lived and worked in 
Britain for more than 30 years, did not find 
it at all easy to bring his family to Britain. 
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Star treatment for 


The’ British High Commission _ in 
Bangladesh originally refused them entry, 
because it refused to believe that the 
children were Mr Motlib’s. Mr Motlib was 
forced to take a “genetic fingerprint” blood 
test to prove his paternity. 

Once the Star had the original story it 
used it to launch an attack on immigration 
in general and benefits in particular. 
According to the Star, immigrants to 
Britain are entitled to a “bagful” of 
benefits. 

“Poor families with British citizenship or 
the right of abode can get FREE clothing, 
FREE furniture and FREE carpets”. 

“And there is no cash limit, a DSS 
spokesman confirmed yesterday”. 

It is, of course, all complete nonsense. 
Benefits are not generous, are very difficult 
to get hold of, and in the case of payments 
for clothing and furniture, are usually 
granted, if at all, in the form of a loan. 


Daily Star's racist campaign eagerly taken up 
and flaunted by nazi NF demonstrators in the 
Midlands. Echoes of 1976? 


Never mind. Don’t let the facts get in the 
way of a good story. The story, in this case, 
was about the “50,000 foreign people”, who 
“flood here every year”. To many: “Britain 
is a state-funded paradise compared with 
the squalor they have left behind”, where: 
“A simple home in Bangladesh is little more 
than a primitive dog kennel”. 

Given the Star’s coverage, which has, the 
paper claimed, “highlighted just how easy it 
is for foreigners to fly here and sponge off 
the state, living rent-free in council houses 
and grabbing every penny they can in 
benefits”, it is hardly surprising that a 
telephone “poll” they conducted came out 
98 per cent in favour of even tighter 
restrictions on immigration. 


@ GALBRAITH IN COURT 


Bill Galbraith, the man_ expelled from 
Cheltenham Conservative Association for calling 
Parliamentary candidate John Taylor a “bloody 
nigger’’, is being prosecuted. Galbraith faces a 
charge of incitement to cause racial hatred. 
(Guardian 13.4.91 


@ TOWER HAMLETS HUMILIATED 


The London borough of Tower Hamlets has been 
forced to give undertakings in the High Court that 
it will comply with its statutory obligations under 
the Race Relations Act of 1976. The case was 
brought by the Commission for Racial Equality, 
and Tower Hamlets was ordered to pay legal 
costs. 

The CRE carried out a formal investigation in 
1987 which found that Tower Hamlets had 
discriminated against ethnic minority housing 
applicants. By October 1989 very little had been 
done to remedy the situation, and so the matter 
was pursued through the courts. 

Tower Hamlets is now obliged to carry out a 
systematic review of housing practices and 
procedures. 

(New World 5.4.91) 


BNP bombers at work 


Anger has been expressed at the one- 
sided police response to the smoke bomb 
attack on the Rev Al Sharpton meeting 
on 1 May. 

The attack took place shortly before the 
American black activist was due to speak at 
the Friends Meeting House in London. 
Eight nazis from the British National Party 
attacked stewards and threw a smoke bomb 
into the 500-strong audience. The nazis 
were chased by young men from the 
audience, but police acted quickly to block 
the pursuit. One of the nazis, Ian Dell, 
tripped as he fled and hit his head on the 
road. 

Two white men arrested after the attack 
were released without charge on police 
bail. A black man was detained in custody. 

A statement from the Society of Black 
Lawyers, National Black Caucus, and 
Labour Party black sections, accused the 
police of negligence. 

“Despite the fact that the meeting had 


@ RACIST CHANTS BANNED 


Chanting of racist or obscene slogans at football 
matches will be an offence from next season, 
under the Football (Offences) Bill, which has been 
passed by the Commons. 

“If a supporter utters any words or sounds of an 
indecent or racialist nature in concert with one or 
two others, they will be guilty of an offence”’, said 
Junior Home Office Minister Peter Lloyd. 
(Daily Express 20.4.91) 


@ RACE ATTACK VICTIMS CHARGED 


When white youths attacked an Asian wedding 
party in West Bromwich last year, it came as some 
surprise that those arrested and prosecuted by the 
police were Asian. 

Ajit Singh Hayre, 46, of Wolverhampton, and 
Sukdar Shan Samra, 22, of West Bromwich, both 
deny violent disorder. Hayre also denies 
unlawfully wounding Andrew Davies, 18, and 
Samra denies assaulting Martin Farley, 27, 
causing him actual bodily harm. 

PC Andrew Poyner said at least 20 people 
fought with hockey sticks, pickaxe handles and 
pieces of wood in the incident at West Bromwich 
on 29 July last year. 


received two bomb threats, police security 
was totally inadequate. White racists were 
able to hurl an incendiary device into a hall 
packed with black people”, they said. 


“Yet again, it is a black person who has 
been arrested, charged with assault and had 
his name released to the news media. 


“Yet two suspected members of the 
British National Party, apprehended after 
the bomb attack, have been released on 
police bail and their names kept secret”. 


The three groups demanded that the 
charged man, Sultan Mohammed, be im- 
mediately released. They also demanded 
the closure of the BNP headquarters at 
Welling. 

But they should also look at their own 
failure to stop the nazis getting into their 
meeting. 


lan Dell (left) with Tony Lecomber, comparing 


notes on the finer points of bomb making. 


A crowd of about 50 white youths shouted racist 
abuse at the Asians and swore at the police. The 
trial, at Wolverhampton Crown Court, 
continues. 

(Wolverhampton Express & Star 18.4.91) 


@ SAFE HOUSE 


A refuge for victims of racial attacks is to be set up 
in Birmingham. The scheme is a joint venture 
between Copec Housing Trust and Birmingham 
Racial Attacks Monitoring Unit. A house should 
be available within the next two months. 

A spokesperson for Copec said BRAMU had 
dealt with over a hundred cases of racial attacks. 

“The figures they have given us indicate the 
frightening level of the problem in Birmingham. 

“A significant number of the people we house 
apply to us because they are suffering some form 
of racially motivated harassment”. 

The idea of the refuge is that the victims of the 
attacks can be given some respite to think through 
the best course of action. 

If the victim agrees, other agencies such as the 
police and the Commission for Racial Equality 
will be involved in dealing with the harassment. 
(Birmingham Evening Mail 25.4.91) 
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Last refuge under threat 


Dear Searchlight, May 1991 


BRAMU (the Birmingham Racial Attacks 
Monitoring Unit) has provided extensive 
support, advice and information to 
hundreds of people facing racial attacks 
since September 1989. We are the only 
independent organisation in Birmingham 
set up specifically to deal with racial 
attacks. 

Over the last year, because of increasing 
racial tensions, we have dealt with over a 
hundred new cases and the number is still 
rising. 

In many cases, BRAMU has felt that the 
response from Birmingham City Council 
has not been adequate. BRAMU has made 
its criticisms clear and a difference in 
priorities has been identified. 

Now the Council has informed us that 
our funds are to be withdrawn at the end of 
June 1991. We are astonished and horrified 


TRAVELLERS 


The Princess Royal has added her voice 
to those calling for an end to 
discrimination against Britain’s 
Traveller community. 

Princess Anne, speaking in her 
capacity as President of the Save the 
Children Fund, said, “discrimination is 
unacceptable. Many difficulties faced by 
| these communities arise from 
inappropriate responses from the service 
_agencies and even sometimes refusal of 
the services”. _ 
| She was speaking at a . conference at 
‘Sutton Coldfield, to promote the work of 

the Partnership Project. This is a joint | 

scheme by the Save the Children Fund, 
| Walsall Health Authority, and the West 
Midlands Education Service for 
_ Travellers’ Children. The scheme gives 
Travellers access to mainstream health 
and education, services. 
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at this move — BRAMU will be crippled 
and faces closure. Clients have already 
contacted us expressing deep concern, 
disappointment and worry and we are 
desperately trying to continue our work. 

We are launching an appeal for support 
nationally and in Birmingham’s 
communities and we are calling on you and 
your readers to help us in this campaign. 

We are asking people who support us to 
write a letter of protest to Richard 
Knowles, Leader of the Council, at The 
Council House, Bl 1BB. For further 
information, donations to the fighting fund, 
petitions, etc., please write or call in to 
BRAMU at 339 Dudley Road, Winson 
Green, Birmingham B18 4HB. 


Yours sincerely, 
Simon Barth 
(for and on behalf of BRAMU) 


MURDER BID 


A young boy was thrown over a bridge 
above a fast flowing river in what police 
say was a racially motivated attack. The 
father of 9-year-old Liam Robinson is a 
black American. 

Liam was crossing a footbridge over 
the River Almond at Craigshill, West 
Lothian, with a friend, when Liam was 
grabbed by a man and thrown over the 
parapet. He managed to grab a railing 
and hang on, but his attacker bent back 
his fingers to try and make him fall. 
Liam was only saved when his 11-year- 
old friend beat the attacker on the head 
with a fishing rod. 

Detective Inspector James Gardiner 
said: “This could well have been a much 
more serious incident’. 

Police are looking for a medium built 
youth of about 17 or 18, five foot ten 
inches tall, with short black hair. 


MONDAY BLUES 


The bitter feud which is tearing the right- 
wing Monday Club may lead to the launch 
of a new right-wing pressure group in the 
Tory Party. 

Former club chairman David Storey has 
recently circulated members with a letter 
revealing his involvement in plans for a new 
organisation “to which the conditions of 
membership will be rigorous, and which will 
not be crippled by internal squabbling”. 

The new grouping is a response to the 
takeover of the club by a right-wing faction 
including Gregory Lauder-Frost and his 
friend, ex-British National Party member 
Stuart Millson. Four MPs have resigned 
and five other vice-presidents have walked 
out. 

Storey has been particularly stung by an 
announcement in Monday Club News 
announcing “with regret ... that David 
Storey has left the Club”. 

In fact, as Searchlight revealed in March, 
he was expelled in the putsch spearheaded 
by a far-right faction accused by former 
club president Viscount Massareene of 
taking “a strong anti-Jewish line”. 


@ SCOTTISH POLICEMAN HARASSED 


An Iragqi-born police officer in Tayside has 
complained of racial harassment and 
discrimination. PC Uzaldin Tabra, 31, a British 
citizen, is to take his case to an industrial tribunal. 
Alleged incidents involving two other Tayside 
officers began during the Iraqi supergun 
controversy and reached a peak during the Gulf 
war. 

(Police Review 19.4.91; Scotsman 8.4.91) 


@ YOBBOS 


Two brothers have been fined a total of £200 for 
shouting racist abuse and swearing at a 
shopkeeper. Justice Alex Devlin told Glenrothes 
District Court that he found the brothers’ 
behaviour, at the Piper Drive Spar shop on 
19 October last year, “quite outrageous”. 

Ian Batchelor, 18, and David, 16, both 
admitted causing a breach of the peace and were 
fined £100 each. 

(Glenrothes Gazette 28.3.91) 


@ ABUSIVE GIRL 


A 13-year-old girl has been banned from Camden 
libraries after the second occasion on which she 
racially abused other children. On the latest 
occasion the girl abused a group of Bangladeshi 
children. Her parents have been told that she can 
use the libraries when they can guarantee her 
good behaviour. 

The Sun referred to the girl being “branded 
racist by a left-wing council”. 
(Sun 6.4.91; Daily Mail 6.4.91) 


@ THATCHER SHORTLIST FOR RACE 

IQ MAN 

The first annual Thatcher Award is to be 
presented to Professor David Marsland, who is in 
favour of abolishing unemployment benefit and 
recently said: “We must get rid of the social 
worker”’. 

The runner-up is even more controversial. 
Professor Richard Lynn is one of the leading 
exponents of race IQ ideology. He believes that 
black people in America live in poverty because 
they are less intelligent than whites, rather than 
because of the weight of discrimination 2nd 
disadvantage they suffer. He recently argued that 
women do less well in the job market because they 
are naturally less competitive than men. 
(Observer 20.4.91) 


Birdwood 


ie) 
72) 
= 
a 
= 
° 
x 
o 


Lady Jane Birdwood appeared in court 
last month to answer a summons on 
charges under the Race Relations Act. 
She is alleged to have distributed 
antisemitic material, including claims 
that Jews sacrifice gentile children at 
Passover. 

When she appeared at Horseferry 
Road Magistrates’ Court in London, she 


faces trial 


was supported by a demonstration of 
British National Party members (above) 
including Richard Edmunds, who owns 
and runs the BNP headquarters in 
Bexley. 

Edmunds himself is on bail for affray 
charges arising out of a confrontation 
with anti-fascists in Brick Lane, east 
London, last October. 


Come one (nazi) come all 


For several months Keith Thompson, 
League of St George officer and editor 
of its tatty journal League Sentinel, has 
been planning a major “symposium” of 
far-right speakers in London. 


No stranger to regular Searchlight 
readers, Thompson is a_ one-time 
parliamentary candidate for Oswald 


Mosley’s post-war Union Movement, a 
founding member of the League of St 
George, a close follower of David Irving 
and a paid up member of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Speakers at the rally will come from 
several groups. The British National Party 
will be represented by the mad bomber, 
Tony Wells, aka East, aka Lecomber. 
Doug Harrison, a one-time League of St 


George activist, will speak for the fascist 
front group, the T E Lawrence Society. 
Jeffrey Hamm, the old man of the postwar 
Mosleyite far right, will address the rally on 
behalf of his Action Society and Green 
Wave is also expected to have a speaker 
(maybe one of Patrick MHarrington’s 
chums). And we expect Keith too may say a 
few words. 

Also due to speak but now out on the 
orders of party boss Ian Anderson was NF 
vice chairman Steven John Brady. 

Thompson, who has been rubbing 
shoulders with a few Western Goals and 
Monday Club members as well as 
Klansmen in the last 18 months, will 
certainly feel at home at such a broad based 
gathering. 


SS supporter at college 


Walter Rauff was one of Hitler’s top SS 
men. Wanted for war crimes in several 
countries he fled to South America after 
the war and ended his days in Chile 
after being exposed by the Granada 
television programme World In Action. 
Now he appears to have come back to 
life at Essex University. 

Some weeks ago a student publication, 
Vulture, received through the internal 
mail, use of which is only open to staff and 
postgraduates, a letter signed, “A loyal 
Chilean, Walter Rauff”. The letter was a 
revisionist rant against Jews but in more 
moderate form than usual. Of course it was 


not published and we only heard about it at 
the National Union of Students conference, 
by which time it had been lost. 

Not to be put off, the mysterious writer in 
the best spirit of the SS “Wir kommen 
wieder” (we come again) has popped 
another letter into the internal mailing 
system attacking Jewish student activist 
Craig Leverton and challenging Vulture to 
publish it. The particular revisionist trash 
being sent out with the letters is new to us. 

We offer a deal to Mr Rauff. Have the 
guts to tell us who you really are and we will 
run your letter. In the meantime we think 
the university’s authorities should be doing 
their utmost to track down this creep. 


Ex-Front 


boss traced 
to Welsh lair 


Nick Griffin, former chair of the 
National Front and then a leader of one 
of the two Third Way operations {the 
other is led by bad boy Patrick 
Harrington), has stayed on in Wales 
after some of his comrades left for a 
co-operative venture in a small hamlet 
they had purchased in Normandy 
France. 


Family man Griffin, son of a far right 
Tory from Suffolk, set up in Wales three 
years ago. After Searchlight and The 
Disciples of Chaos, a television docu- 
mentary co-produced by _ Searchlight, 
exposed his operations there, Third Way 
was racked with internal recriminations. 
When the other members left for France, 
he stayed on to keep the British end of his 
project going. Married to a former NF 
activist with three children his family is 
almost larger than _ his __ political 
organisation. 

In a fine piece of investigative journalism 
Grahame Davies of Wales on Sunday 
tracked Griffin down to the remote Old 
Cwm Farm close to Newtown, Powys, near 
the English border. 

The farmhouse has a studio in which 
Griffin produces T-shirts for British 
supporters of racist and fascists in South 
Africa and Ulster loyalist paramilitaries. 
The studio is festooned with old NF 
banners and other fascist regalia. 

It seems Griffin is still trading as Gandalf 
Graphics, the name used by the NF nearly 
five years ago as a cover for some of its 
printing operations in East Anglia. 

Griffin denies running the business and 
says it belongs to someone else. But he 
admits that he more or less owns the 
property and Wales on Sunday certainly 
placed him there during their investi- 
gations. 

Griffin claims to be estranged from his 
wife but it is not certain that this claim is 
true. He appears to be with his children on 
a regular basis and often visits his other 
residence, Ty Mawr Farm, near the village 
of Llanerfyl in Powys. 

Griffin is in touch with the NF in Cardiff 
and appears to have knowledge of a racist 
and antisemitic publication called White 
Eagle, which the NF is dishing out in 
Wales. 

After Grahame Davies visited Old Cwm 
Farm the printing equipment was moved to 
a new secret location. No more will this 
fascist be printing for local groups like the 
Ludlow Cats’ Protection League who 
thought it was a genuine print studio. The 
T-shirts with pictures of gun toting nutters 
on the front appear to be acceptable to the 
former NF chair and it looks like he is 
continuing in his efforts to con Welsh 
nationalists into believing he is a regular 


guy. 
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HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


Ray Hill, co-author of The Other 


Face of Terror and _ long-time 
Searchlight mole inside the far 
right, has agreed to contribute a 
regular column in which, as he 
travels around the country, he will 
be lifting up a few rocks and 
reporting for our readers on what 
crawls out from underneath. 


My recent visits to Scotland have made me 
very aware that whilst the anti-racist and 
anti-fascist movement there is first rate, it 
most certainly needs to be because the local 
British National Party are real thugs. 
Attempts to intimidate their opponents 
have not worked so far but not from lack of 
trying. 

In Dundee in particular they are mean 
and vicious. Local party boss Ian Christie is 
still awaiting sentence after admitting 
sending threats and hoax bombs to local 
anti-racists and community leaders. At 
least some of the BNP’s funding in that part 
of Scotland may be coming from drug 
dealing. The top hierarchy of the BNP are 
talking about a fund of £140,000 to develop 
the party’s work in Scotland. A mysterious 
Dutchman is thought to be connected with 
at least some of the cash that has recently 
arrived. 

On May Day I marched with the local 
MP for Dundee and trade union leaders on 
a 200-strong rally, which was closely 
monitored by a gang of BNP heavies who 
were busy photographing potential victims. 

A well-known former activist with the 
League of Empire Loyalists, who later sat 
on the Directorate of the National Front 
when it was first formed in the late 1960s, 
lives in Newport on Tay, near Dundee. Mrs 
Leslie Von Goetz was better known as 
Leslie Greene in her old activist days. Her 
daughter, Therese, was a local doctor 
married to a naval officer. In the early 
1980s Therese was writing to the National 


Front publication, Nationalism Today, 
from an address in Switzerland. It is 
thought she has _ recently moved to 


Berkshire. She is pregnant and may have 
given up her medical career for the time 
being. 

A mistake in a Portsmouth paper over a 
Conservative Party candidate in the local 
elections on 2 May revealed a very 
interesting story. Mrs Christine Harland 
denied ever being a member of the 
National Front but told the paper that her 
former husband was once an NF parlia- 
mentary candidate. He is Tony Greenslade 
from Aldershot. It turns out that he left the 
NF and was elected as a Tory councillor in 
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that area back in 1976. I wonder if he is 
related to Peter Greenslade, a founder 
member of the National Socialist 
Movement and the British nazis’ leading 
warlock? He was last heard of living in the 
pagan heartland of East Anglia near Bury 
St Edmunds. 

Old nazis may get elected in Aldershot, 
but the people of Brighton have been more 
fortunate in missing out on the council 
services of young Neil Fissler, who told the 
audience at the election count when he 
found he had lost to Labour that he was a 
fascist and proud of it, before giving a nazi 
salute. If I was hopeful of seeing him 
booted out of his party on the spot I should 
not hold my breath. It appears that no final 
decision has been made about his ongoing 


Tory candidate Neil Fissler: proud to be a fascist. 


membership but if the local MP, Andrew 
Bowden, and party agent Pat Smith are to 
be heeded then he is just a silly lad who 
blew up in the heat of the moment. Come 
off it; surely the Tory party is not that hard 
up in the run up to a general election. 
However after a very hostile press and 
postbag I hear that Mr Fissler has torn up 
his party rosette and resigned. It turns out 
that Fissler was treasurer of the local 
Young Conservatives and also an active 
member of the right-wing Monday Club. 
It did not take Searchlight readers long to 
identify the nazi in our last issue about 


whom we asked for information. How odd 
it is that he turned out to be Robert Wild, 
one of the men named in another article on 
the same page as being charged with an 
attack in an Indian restaurant in London. 
The usual gift of books is on its way to his 
identifier. 


Still crazy after all these years 


My old paranoid chum, Robert Relph, has 
crawled out of the woodwork again with a 
new spate of racist letters. His ceaseless 
letters of racial abuse to everybody from 
the Queen down to yours truly have got him 
into court and hot water several times over. 
In the 1970s his madcap scheme to refuse to 
sell his house to Asians landed him in 
prison, where he allegedly went on hunger 
strike, only to have sympathetic screws 
feed him. 

I thought that after his wife, Sadie, 
popped her jackboots and went off to 
Valhalla shouting her pet slogan, “up the 
chimney with them”, which she generally 
did every time she saw a Jew, he might have 
mellowed, but clearly it was too much to 
hope for. 

The NF in London has issued a press 
notice calling on people to help save 
London Zoo. I am not sure if this keen 
interest is because of Steven John Brady’s 


degree in zoology or because they could 
offer some new and unique species like the 
endangered NF member as a new exhibit. 

And finally, this month will see Lady 
Jane Birdwood back in court in London to 
face committal proceedings over her 
activities in insulting thousands of Jewish 
and non-Jewish citizens with her printed 
rubbish. I was happy to see she was in good 
company at her first court attendance with 
the crazed Richard Edmunds of the BNP 
leading a chorus of sympathetic nazis who 
blocked the court’s entrance shouting 
racial insults. 


Spaced out 


A recent BBC2 programme in the Open 
Space series, Flying Fur, allowed a fur 


trader to smear the movement for 
animal rights as being inspired and run 
by fascists. This is the kind of desperate 
ploy one might expect of someone who 
has little in the way of moral or logical 
ammunition. But what was especially 
disappointing was to see Searchlight 
made use of in such a way as to suggest 
the magazine was in accord with the 
thesis. Can that really be the case? 

The programme, in its preamble, shaped 
up to deliver a logical and unemotional 
argument — lack of logic and a super- 
abundance of sentimentality supposedly 
being the great failings of those who seek to 
defend animals from the ravages of the 
vivisection laboratory, the factory farm et 
al. But as the programme progressed, and 
despite calling forth the evidence of 
scientists and other ‘rationalists’, it became 
clear that all that could be offered was 
cheap, unsubstantiated smear: namely, 
that animal rightists were Hitlerian people 
haters. 

The most audacious shots were fired by 
prominent _ biologist/vivisector Steven 
Rose. Rose said that Hitler banned animal 
experiments in favour of the experimental 
use of Jews, Gypsies and other ‘defectives’ 
and thus Rose sought to draw a causal (sic) 
connection between those who currently 
oppose laboratory use of animals and 
genocidal hatred of Jews. This is not only 
profoundly unscientific, it is especially rich 
coming from a man whose own profession 
devised and carried out the programme of 
human mutilation and slaughter. 

It was scientists and doctors who 
executed the nazi programme of Racial 
Hygiene whereby all ‘inferior’ humans 
were at first sterilised and _ then 
exterminated; also the experimental 
genetical work upon the captive human 
pool inside the camps. Robert Proctor in 
his book Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under 
the Nazis (Harvard, 1988), reports that in 
1932 the German Medical Association was 
already discussing eugenics in the service of 
the state. By 1933, before Hitler came to 
power, six per cent of the entire medical 
profession — 13 per cent of which was 
Jewish — had already joined the Nazi 
Physicians League. No other profession 
supported it on such a scale. 

Rose might want to argue that German 
bio-medics were somehow constitutionally 
different from British ones. That would not 
be very convincing. But, in any case, the 
mud more easily sticks to him and his 


brother professionals than to British animal 
rightists 50 years on. 

There was talk in the TV programme of 
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists and its 
campaign against ritual slaughter. Again 
there was the facile deduction that because 
animal rightists also oppose the religious 
method of killing livestock animals (in 
addition to the so-called ‘humane’ method 
practised by gentiles) they are in the 
Mosley camp. This is like saying because 
Stalin and Pol Pot ate meat, anyone who 
eats meat approves of the mass slaying of 
humanity. Incidentally, Hitler was not a 
‘strict vegetarian’ as is often reported by 
opponents of animal rights. He gave up 
meat at various times to relieve his 
excessive sweating and flatulence, while 
continuing to receive injections of 


pulverised bulls’ testicles — needless to 
say, his quasi abstention had nothing to do 
with compassion for animals. 

The simple truth is that Mosley attacked 
ritual slaughter as a way of attacking Jews. 
The same game is played by today’s 


“The owner of a slave destroys two free- 
doms — that of his slave and that of himself!” 
— John Bryant, Fettered Kingdoms. 


“Negroes have no rights which the white 
man is bound to respect” — Justice Taney, a 
member of the US Supreme Court who heard 
the Dred Scott case. 


fascists. Some neo-fascist elements have 
also shed tears over the state of the planet 
in an attempt to latch on to the Green 
movement. This does not mean Greens are 
inherently fascist. Ditto animal rightists. It 
means that British fascism is in desperate 
need of a sanctuary in which to build its foul 
nest. 

The TV programme’s other main line of 
attack was that, by opposing fur, animal 
defenders seek to obliterate the indigenous 
peoples of Canada since their livelihoods 
depend on their trapping activities. 

In fact, the vast majority of wild caught 
pelts reaching the west come from the US 
whose trappers are invariably caucasian 
part-timers in it for the sport. Many are 
high school youths out to test their mettle. 
But then the white man has always sought 
to hoax native Americans into believing fur 
is good for them. The white man opened up 
Canada and much of the US, procuring furs 
for the European market. The red man got 
a crooked deal then and continues to get 
one now. Confined almost wholly to the 
trapping end of the business rather than the 


more lucrative brokerage, manufacturing 
and retail sectors, he is entirely at the 
mercy of the commodity market — just like 
any other Third World cash crop producer. 

In fact, the fur trade is increasingly about 
factory farmed animals whose pelts are 
made up in large factories in the Far East. 
What little share of the pickings native 
Americans currently enjoy is shrinking 
fast. For the fur trade to play the ethnic 
card in order to attack its opponents is both 
cynical and racist. 

Let me conclude by saying that — yes, in 
common with all sectors of society, an 
amount of conscious and/or unconscious 
racism exists amongst a proportion of those 
who campaign on behalf of animals. My 
own experience, however, is that serious, 
long term campaigners tend to have 
exorcised most of their personal prejudices 
because they have recognised that the 
ideological basis for the violence and 
denigration heaped upon animals _ is 


precisely the same as that used to ‘justify’ 
abuse of Jews, Muslims and other minority 


“So far as | can see, unless one is initially 
prepared to adopt a rather rampant 
anthropomorphism in respect to animals, 
they can have no rights” — R.G. Frey, 
Interests and Rights, The Case Against 
Animals, 1980. 


(Photos taken from The Dreaded Comparison 
by Marjorie Spiegel) 


groups. It is said of animals, just as it is said 
of the aforementioned groups, that they 
stink, that they are inferior and that life is 
cheap to them. This process of slander 
makes it possible, indeed legitimate, to 
vent all manner of violent impulses against 
the subject groups and also to use them for 
commercial and other gains. 

Colin Meider 
@See The Guardian 2/12/1988 for Tim 
Radford’s review of the Proctor book. 


Searchlight explains 


A BBC researcher from Open Space contacted us 
to ask for help in researching right-wing 
infiltration of animal rights groups. We were 
shocked to see how our help was so dishonestly 
misused in the programme. We thank Colin 
Meider for his excellent article. 
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~—ATIMETO STAND AND FIGHT 


Anti-Fascist Action took part in a 
demonstration on 27 April to protest 
about the racially motivated fatal attack 
on a 15-year-old boy, Rolan Adams, in 
Thamesmead. The following is the text 
of the speech delivered by an AFA 
spokesperson. 


Despite the initial outbreak of anger that 
arises after the murder of someone for the 
colour of their skin, the sad fact is that once 
the dust settles all that tends to be left 
behind is grief for family and friends. 

Outside of that, a brief mention in the 
press, some conversation in the street and 
pubs, and yet another statistic to be filed 
away alongside the scores of previous racist 
murders and the thousands of racially 
motivated attacks. 

Campaigns and demonstrations are 
inevitable to a certain extent, given the 
immediate sense of shock, anger, and 
perhaps guilt. A reaction. A need to “do 
something”. 

Anti-Fascist Action has supported such 
initiatives in the past, and will continue to 
do so. However, we feel it is long past time 
to ask if it is enough — are we doing 
enough? are you doing enough? 

If not, what is to be done about it? 

We’ve seen the “respectable” face of 
protest and we’ve heard the rhetoric — 
both have been totally inadequate. 

The British National Party, BNP, are 
active in the East End and have their 
headquarters in Welling. Is it a coincidence 
that in both the surrounding areas racist 
attacks are on the increase? AFA think that 
it is no coincidence — isn’t it time that the 
fascist gangsters and thugs were held 
accountable? 

The police and local authorities have 
shown themselves unable and unwilling to 
combat racial harassment, with a degree of 
contempt for those who question their 
record in doing so. If we cannot rely on the 
authorities to deal with the problem, and, 
since racism is institutionalised, we cannot, 
then shouldn’t we organise ourselves? 

Why should people with justifiable anger 
be held back by those who use terms such as 
“the democratic process” or “the rule of 
law” to justify their inactivity? 

Where was the rule of law for Rolan 
Adams? 

Where was the democratic process for 
Rolan Adams? 

Since when have the fascist gangs and 
race attackers asked anyone’s permission 
to assault and kill someone? 

It is irresponsible and dangerous for 
some to claim, as they do, that the fascists 
pose no threat. Are we supposed to wait 
until they have a certain number to justify a 
response? I think not. They may be small in 
numbers at the moment, but that is how it 
was in the early 1970s. A few years later 
they numbered thousands — under a 
Labour government. 
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For many of ‘the left’ the stance seems to 
be ranging from blatant disinterest to 
cynical ‘holier than thou’ point scoring. 
Presumably we have to wait until it is their 
members being beaten, their demos, 
pickets, meetings, gigs, etc., being attacked 
before we will hear the call for action. If we 
are wrong then let us see the proof — put up 
or shut up. 

Why wait until they grow bigger? Let’s 
smash them now! 

Anti-Fascist Action has proved itself 
willing and capable of inflicting damage on 
fascist organisations and activities — but 
within limited means. We stress the need to 
confront the fascists and their ideology. In 
practice this tends to be on specific 
occasions (meetings, demos). That does 
not mean that we put a lesser priority on the 
day-to-day reality of discrimination in the 
streets, schools and workplaces. On the 
contrary, we want to expand our activity, as 
well as encouraging and supporting others. 

We reject the notion that fascism has 
anything to offer the working class; we will 
not accept that any community or estate is a 
‘natural’ recruiting ground for these scum. 
We want to hear from all groups, 
organisations, and individuals who are 
interested in building an effective anti- 


fascist movement. 


Demonstrations and other activities are 
worth doing, in the right context. This 
demonstration where we share the grief of 
the Adams family must not be the end of 
our campaign but the start. 

Campaigning can be done around the 
racist domination of the Wild Fowler pub, 
from where the fatal attack on Rotan was 
launched. This pub is a Whitbread pub; as 
is the Sun in Bethnal Green from where 
racist attacks are encouraged and planned 
in East London. Demand of Whitbread 
that they withdraw the use of their facilities 
from these thugs. Ask the brewery why the 
fascist gangs seem to regard Whitbread 
houses as a safe and sympathetic haven 
from which to launch vicious and, in this 
instance, fatal attacks. 

Ask the local community to boycott the 
Wild Fowler. Those that then remain using 
the pub will be those that condone and 
support the attacks, killings, and fire- 
bombings that occur. An _ adequate 
response to these people can surely be 
initiated. 

The British National Party have their 


And 


headquarters nearby in Welling. This 
fortified building masquerading as a 
bookshop from which they launch their 
obscenely racist propaganda, formulate 
their strategies, and plan their activities 
must be shut down, and shut down for 
good. 

These are achievable objectives that 
must be reached to initiate the removal of 
this racist scourge from our streets, estates, 
and communities. 

For the British National Party, the 
National Front and all other fascists and 
fellow travellers this demonstration must 
mark the beginning of the end. 


@ Anti-Fascist Action, c/o Box BM1734, 
London WCIN 3XX. 


On 25 May the British National 
Party planned to hold a public 
demonstration in Thamesmead 
starting from the very spot where 
Rolan Adams was murdered. 
Searchlight joined with AFA and 
the Greenwich Action Committee 
Racist Attacks in 


Against 
demanding a ban on the BNP 
demonstration and called on all 
anti-racists and anti-fascists to go 
to Thamesmead to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the local black 
community and Rolan’s family. 
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Tyndall’s minder at Leicester BNP 
(who he?). 


Left: Birmingham black community resisting 
NF march at Sheldon. Above: John Peacock 
(far left) with BNP’s Leicester squad. 


THE BNP DEFACE ROCHDALE 


When reject Tory Ken Henderson 
returned to the fascist fold to stand as 
the British National Party candidate in 
a Rochdale ward, the local Asian 
population and anti-racists feared a 
further escalation of violence against 
the Asian community. In spite of short 
notice the anti-racists swung into 
action, organising a leafleting campaign 
in support of a mass picket against the 
BNP provocation. 

A deputation was organised and headed 
by Shahida Dolan of the Rochdale Equality 
Council and Michael Hindley, MEP. The 
demand was made to ban the BNP as, if 
they ran true to form, it was highly likely 
that they would contravene the race 
relations and associated legislation. In 
addition members of the National Union of 
Teachers and the National Association of 
Schoolmasters/Union of Women Teachers 
expressed their horror at the fact that the 
school to be used by the BNP was the base 
of the English Language Support Services. 

The delegation accepted the assurances 
given that the BNP would not be allowed to 
march in the town. First victory to the anti- 
fascists. It was also intimated that the 
meeting would be public and the people of 
Rochdale would have access. In the event 


only 20 anti-fascists were allowed in, the 
majority of the meeting comprising out of 
town BNP supporters. As far as we could 
ascertain, besides those on the platform 
only six were local BNP supporters. How 
this conforms with the requirements of a 
pre-election meeting under the Represen- 
tation of the People Act is beyond 
comprehension. 

The supine capitulation of the council 
leadership (one of whom in his younger and 
wiser days was an active campaigner 
against the NF) to the BNP caused acute 
embarrassment to those honourable 
councillors who supported us on the day. 


We are sure there will be a heated debate at 
the forthcoming Labour group meeting, 
when the anti-fascist councillors will ask 
why they were not consulted over the 
decision. 

In spite of the fact that this high powered 
fascist mobilisation could barely raise 70 
supporters nationally and local people 
opposing them outnumbered them three to 
one, Rochdale council should be in no 
doubt of the feeling of betrayal and unease 
they have created in the Asian community. 

However, one thing is certain: people in 
Rochdale are not going to take this lying 
down. The campaign has begun. 


Eddy Morrison (centre facing left) reinstated to run BNP Yorkshire region. 


SEARCHLIGHT 


Terror sweeps eastern Germany 


Blocking main roads and motorways in 
east Germany is now a favoured tactic 
of the neo-nazis. At the end of April, a 
gang of 30 nazi skinheads set up a 
barricade of cars at Grossbeeren near 
Berlin to search cars for foreign 
passengers. 

After waylaying traffic for half an hour, 
the boneheads looted a shop in nearby 
Trebbin before moving on to Jiiterbog, 
where they attacked a pub and hit 
foreigners with clubs, knives and 
knuckledusters. 

A few days later, nazi skins rammed two 
‘Trabbi’ cars on a stretch of road near 
Potsdam, smashed their windscreens and 
beat up the occupants, leaving two people 
badly injured. 

In two recent instances of this kind of 
violence, Poles have been singled out for 
vicious assaults. In the first, in the early 
hours of 14 April, masked neo-nazis 
flagged down a Polish-registered car near 
Gorlitz and _ severely wounded _ its 
passengers, a Polish couple. 

In the second, Andrzej Stawornzyski was 
set upon by a fascist gang as he slept in his 
car in a lay-by on the Berlin-Frankfurt an 
der Oder road. His car windscreem was 
smashed and he was confronted by the gang 
who dragged him from the vehicle and then 
beat him with iron bars and fractured the 
base of his skull. 

Brandenburg police have recorded no 
fewer than 19 such attacks since 18 March 
and such anxiety is felt in Poland that on 23 
April the German chargé d’affaires in 
Warsaw was summoned to the Polish 
Foreign Ministry and handed a protest 
expressing “deep concern” at the violence 
suffered by Polish citizens in the eastern 
states of Germany and at German police 
inaction. 

These incidents are only part of a 
continuing daily wave of nazi violence that 
is nOW sweeping both parts of Germany. 

The blitz on refugee centres and 
foreigners is continuing. In the most 
serious, a gang of 40 nazi-inspired young 
Germans stormed a hostel for mainly 
African workers in Witteberge, 
Brandenburg, on 3 May. 

In the assault, the invaders forced two of 
the residents off a fourth-floor balcony 
causing injuries that have left their 
Namibian victims fighting for their lives. 

The attackers fled before police arrived. 
Police officers described the racist 
onslaught as “definitely planned” and an 
Interior Ministry official said the attack was 
“an example of escalating violence”. 

The next day, a hostel in Eilenburg in 
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Berlin police search neo-nazis for weapons. 


Saxony was raided by 30 neo-nazis who 
broke into the building, hurling bottles and 
heavy stones, and wrecked furniture and 
other equipment. According to  eye- 
witnesses, the refugees are now living in 
fear of their lives. 

A similar situation now faces asylum 
seekers in the village of Wartin who have 
asked to leave an isolated refugee centre 
after only a few days there. 

The refugees say they are afraid to stay 
there after neo-nazis had attacked the 
building following a Hitler birthday 
celebration in the nearby town of Kasekow. 
The nazis had also threatened to burn down 
the centre. 

Ghanaian refugee Appiah Augustine 
said: “As a black person, I almost dare not 
go outside the building”. The leader of the 
home agreed with this statement but 
refused to give his name for fear of reprisals 
against his family. 

In Dresden, where a _ 28-year-old 
Mozambican, Jorge Gomondai, was 
murdered by nazis who threw him out of a 
moving tram, the city’s 2,500 foreigners 
have officially been advised by the police 
and city authorities to stay at home in the 
evening and to walk out only in groups 
because of the risk of violence from the 
city’s 500 nazis. 

In Berlin too the violence is growing. On 
30 April nazi skins attacked a 22-year-old 
homeless man on an S-Bahn train in the 
city’s Lichtenberg area. The man was 
brutally beaten before being pitched out of 
the moving train. He is now in hospital with 
serious injuries. 

Such incidents are no longer confined to 
the east, however. In the Bavarian town of 
Ulm, nazi skinheads went on the rampage 
in late April and attacked a group of Greek 
schoolchildren. 

One 13-year-old youngster was so badly 


hurt after being punched, kicked and 
clubbed that he required emergency 
treatment at the local university hospital. 
Within a few days, in nearby Neuberg, a 
mob of 50 skinheads surged through town 
centre streets terrorising passers-by and 
hunting for foreigners. Several people were 
badly injured and the police said that 
damage to property was considerable. 
Also in May, serious fighting between 
nazi skinheads and Turkish youths 
occurred in Seelze near Hanover and 
between nazis and anti-fascists in the small 
town of Scheessel, also in Lower Saxony. 


Neo-nazis in border 
battles 


Police in Frankfurt an der Oder have been 
heavily criticised for failing to maintain 
order during April’s opening of the 
German-Polish frontier to visa-free traffic. 

When the border was opened, a mob of 
over 400 neo-nazis rioted and attacked 
Polish vehicles attempting to cross the 
frontier. Police have claimed they took “all 
necessary steps” including the deployment 
of 30 police in advance of the nazis’ arrival. 

According to a police spokesman most of 
the 41 nazis arrested in the violent incidents 
were “already known” and, additionally, a 
long-wanted fascist from Wuppertal in 
western Germany’s Ruhr district was 
picked up. 

However, the police angrily rejected 
accusations that they had so much lost 
control of the situation that major 
reinforcements had to be drafted in from 
surrounding districts and from Berlin some 
30km away. 

Incredibly, though, police representative 
Ilona Genschmar admitted that, despite 


open threats by the late neo-nazi leader 
Michael Kiihnen to stage demonstrations, 
the police had been dependent on tip-offs 
from the general public for information. 

Genschmar went on to say that many of 
the rioters were not neo-nazis but merely 
hooligans venting’ frustration at the bad 
economic situation in the eastern German 
states. 

“Everything”, 
control”. 

Across the frontier itself in Poland, 
public opinion is less convinced than ever 
by such reassurances. 

Increasingly, the Polish newspapers and 
media are giving greater coverage to 
German fascist frontier violence. 

The respected left-liberal daily Gazeta 
Wyborcza reported a series of attacks in an 
article bearing the title “The nazis 
celebrate” and described a _ previously 
undisclosed incident, this time on the 
Leipzig-Lublin express train, in which 20 
masked German  neo-nazis__ terrorised 
Polish passengers. 

According to eye-witnesses, the neo- 
nazis chanted “sieg heil” and other slogans 
and threw the belongings of one Polish 
traveller out of the window of the moving 
train. 

At Lobau about 30km inside the German 
border, Polish passengers called for help 
from the local station staff who remained 
deaf to their appeal. 

In another incident, in Leipzig central 
station a day later, a large crowd of fascist 
youths gathered to spit at and taunt Polish 
rail travellers. 

These incidents, like the one at Gorlitz 
where Polish car occupants were savagely 
beaten by German louts at a border post, 
were all witnessed by police . . . who did 
nothing. 

According to Gazeta Wyborcza, the 
number of violent anti-Polish incidents and 
provocations stands at 15 in April alone. 

Not surprisingly, Poles have begun to 
react and already the Polish border city of 
Gorzow has cut off all ties with 
neighbouring Frankfurt an der Oder. 
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Nazis gather for 
‘Fuhrerfest’ 


Across Germany, nazi attempts to 
celebrate Hitler’s birthday on 20 April led 
to widespread violence and clashes with 
police. 

In Kassel a band of nazis went on the 
rampage and destroyed several cars to 
round off an evening of singing nazi songs 
and shouting racist abuse in a local disco. 
As soon as they started damaging cars, 
police were called and 15 of them were 
arrested. 

Similar violent incidents were reported 
in Lower Saxony’s Werden an der Aller 
where a 100-strong gang of nazi skins kept 
police busy for several hours. The skins 
invaded the local railway station and tried 
to bring trains to a halt by unleashing a 
barrage of stones. Order was only restored 
during the early hours of 21 April. 

In Osnabriick, neo-nazis torched a tent 
where Kurdish refugees were staging a 
hunger-strike protest against Saddam 


Hussein’s genocidal attacks. On seeing the 
fascist gang approaching, the heavily- 
outnumbered Kurds abandoned the tent, 
which was promptly set ablaze by the nazis 
who smashed placards and stole property. 

The office of an advisory centre for 
foreigners was also damaged by fascists 
who left behind stickers from the “political 
soldiers” of the nazi Nationalistische Front. 

In eastern Germany, fascists made their 
mark by blocking a main autobahn route 
near Cottbus for over 45 minutes and 
damaging property until a large force of 
frontier police arrived to arrest 109 people, 
including seven women. In Eisenhitten- 
stadt, police went into action to seize 
weapons and tear-gas from a mob of neo- 
nazis and then escorted them out of town to 
prevent them going to the border to cause 
trouble. 

Nevertheless, despite the police 
presence, they stopped on a motorway and 
blocked it for almost an hour near the town 
of Mihlrose. 

Other incidents of nazi violence were 
noted in Magdeburg, Dessau, Dresden, 
where more than 90 arrests were made, 
Erfurt and Leipzig, where 55 nazi louts 
were taken into custody after invading and 
vandalising a refugee centre. 

Contrary to various press reports there 
were no big clashes between neo-nazis and 


anti-fascists in Berlin. 

However there were incidents, mainly in 
the east of the city, and police did make a 
few arrests. For example, the 
Birkenwerder S-bahn station was wrecked 
during the afternoon of 20 April by a crowd 
of neo-nazis, who screamed Hitlerite 
slogans and insulted other, especially 
foreign, passengers before triumphantly 
returning to central Berlin. 

In Johannisthal, more than 120 fascists 
and skinheads met in a youth club to mark 
the occasion and replied with considerable 
violence when a detachment of police 
arrived to evict them. 

Twenty-three people were arrested in 
the Treptower Park after disembarking 
from a pleasure boat excursion which they 
had used to broadcast neo-nazi slogans. 

However the expected nazi attack on 
a big anti-fascist demonstration from 
Kreuzberg to the nazi-infested Lichtenberg 
area did not materialise, though nazi 
“hunting groups” were identified around 
the edges of the demonstration. 

The nazis did not dare launch an attack 
on the march, which was well-guarded. 
Some of the march’s stewards had earlier 
dispersed leafleters from the fascist NPD 
and had stripped the badges and insignia 
from a gang of nazi skins in the city centre 
Alexanderplatz. 


Fascists seek common front 


Fascist groups led by the Deutsche Allianz 
(DA), a split-off from the Republikaner 
Partei (REP), have issued a call for 
“democratic patriots” to unite under one 
roof into a single party. 

The call, backed by activists from the 
National Democratic Party (NPD), the 
Deutsche Volks Union and former REP 
members, was made by German Euro-MP 
Harald Neubauer, who has put himself 
forward as the DA’s main speaker. 

The consensus inside the far right is that 
the REP has had its day and is finished as a 
viable vehicle for electoral fascism. It is 
now planned to launch a new party on 3 
October — German Unity Day — with the 
help of ex-NPD chief Martin Mussgnug. 

The word is that the new party will 
receive the official backing of the ultra- 
right National Zeitung publisher, Gerhard 
Frey, and will absorb his Deutsche Volks 
Union. 

Needless to say, REP leader Franz 
Schénhuber’s reception of the 
announcement by his ex-protégé Neubauer 
was less than enthusiastic. 

Fumed Schénhuber: “We do not need 
any new party on the right. Neubauer is a 
political desperado and the DA a 
madman’s club”. REP members have been 
forbidden to have any contact with the 
planned new party. 

Neubauer, 39, is confident that the DA’s 
project will make a breakthrough and has 
affirmed that the French Front National 
and the Austrian Freedom Party will be the 
model for future activity. 

The party’s policies, however, will be the 
traditional German fascist mixture of 
slogans about “protection of German 


Deutsche Allianz members with Hitler's 
picture on a glass in Munich, January 1990. 


identity”, racism and demands for “German 
self-determination”. It will also try to find a 
way out of the impasse in which the 
electoral far right has found itself since 
German reunification became a reality. 

Neubauer boasts that over 20,000 
members will be signed up from the 
existing base of over 1,000 potential 
candidates and said that he expected the 
launch of the new party would attract at 
least 2,500. 

Already anti-fascists are moving to 
expose the new organisation. At a mid-May 
meeting in Wolfersheim in Hessen, where 
the neo-nazi NPD regularly score over 17 
per cent of the vote, several hundred 
protestors turned out to mount a blockade 
of the meeting hall and_ successfully 
disrupted the fascist gathering. 
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Death of a Brownshirt 


Germany’s top neo-nazi, Michael Kiihnen, 
has died of AIDS in a hospital in Kassel. 

Kihnen had earlier been arrested, on 11 
April, in the small town of Zimmern near 
Eisenach in eastern Germany, where he 
had been putting the finishing touches on 
the purchase of a building which was to be 
the neo-nazis’ new national centre. 

Soon after his arrest, he was taken to 
hospital in Kassel because, according to 
doctors there, he was “too weak to stand or 
walk”. 

Born on 21 June 1955 in Beuel near 
Bonn, the only child of a middle-class 
family, Michael Kiihnen grew up to 
become one of the most dangerous and 
respected figures in international fascism. 

His political itinerary was a lengthy one. 
First developing extreme-right views when 
15 years old, he signed up for the West 
German army for 12 years after leaving 
school. 

By 1969-70 he had made his first contact 
with the National Democratic Party. Later 
he was in several far-right groups like 
Aktion Widerstand and Aktion Neue 
Rechte. 

Disillusioned by them in 1973 he wanted 
briefly to join the Maoist German 
Communist Party but changed his mind 
because he was disappointed by the left. 
From mid-1976 he worked as a member of 
the Friends’ Circle of the National Socialist 
Party. 

A year later, while still serving as a 
soldier, Kiithnen joined the NSDAP-AO, a 
US-run organisation led by the US nazi 
racist, Gary Rex Lauck. 

His extremist views led him into serious 
trouble with the Bundeswehr where he was 
now a lieutenant, and on 30 August 1977, 
he was cashiered after a_ police 
investigation into his political activities. 

From that moment his ambition was to 
rebuild nazism in Germany. By November 
1977 he had founded the Action Front for 
National Socialism (ANS) _ based in 
Hamburg and northern Germany. 

Within two years Kiihnen had been 
arrested for a series of offences, including 
belonging to an organisation inciting racial 
hatred, disseminating nazi propaganda, 
being a member of a banned organisation, 
wearing nazi uniforms, promoting violence 
and other charges. He got four years jail. 

On 27 November 1980, he was again 
prosecuted in Hamburg and sentenced to 
four years for malicious wounding in eight 
separate incidents and for intimidation. He 
was held in prison until 1982. 

In 1984, again wanted by the police, he 
fled to Paris, but was later arrested and 
convicted for a series of other offences 
including violence, wearing political 
uniforms and perjury. Finally, he was 
sentenced in 1985 to three years and four 
months for distributing nazi propaganda 
and idolising Adolf Hitler. 

Soon after his release three years ago, 
the ANS was banned and a bitter factional 
war erupted inside the neo-nazi scene with 
his erstwhile comrades in the Free German 


14 Searchlight, June 199] 


Above: Michael Kihnen (left). Right from top 
to bottom: Gottfried Kussel, named as 
Kiihnen’s successor; Arnulf Priem and 
Christian Worch, other members of the 
leadership team. 


Workers’ Party (FAP) because of his 
bisexuality. 

This did not deter Kihnen who, straight 
after the ban on the ANS, set up the 
Nationale Sammlung, which was itself 
banned in February 1989. 

After this Kiihnen changed his strategy 
dramatically and established the Neue 


Front, running in tandem with and 
overseeing about eleven other 
organisations, including the Deutsche 


Alternative, the Nationale Alternative and 
the Nationale Liste. 

All of these organisations are vital 
threads in the sinister spider’s web of 
German neo-nazism and today are stronger 
than ever before, having gained new 
strength from German reunification. 

Of all the people on the German extreme 
right (current total strength about 70,000), 
Kiihnen was the most extreme, perhaps 
one of the most intelligent and certainly the 
most honest and direct about his views. 

He openly proclaimed himself a national 
socialist, did not hide his violent anti- 
communism, his inveterate racism and his 
pathological and depraved antisemitism 
(which he later termed anti-Zionism) and 
advocated “camps” for political opponents. 

He poured scorn on other fascists like 
Republikaner leader Franz Sch6nhuber for 
hiding their views. He died convinced that 
“tomorrow belongs to nazism”. 

Though convicted for violence, he was 
never, despite close association with known 
terrorists, convicted for terrorism himself. 
But his contacts extended into every corner 
of the extreme right and he had extensive 
international connections, especially with 
groups in Holland and Belgium and with 
the US-based NSDAP-AO, which prints 
much of the openly Hitlerite material that 
is illegal in Germany. 

Kiihnen’s death is not entirely good news 
for anti-fascists. For many years the 
German and to some_ extent the 
international neo-nazi scene was split in 
disputes over his personality and sexuality. 
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He was a living barrier to neo-nazi unity. 

Now that Kihnen is out of the way, there 
is a real possibility that groups like the 
violent FAP and the National Front (NF) 
will cook up a new and even more 
dangerous ‘reunification’ after a short 
struggle to see whose influence will be 
dominant. 

On 1 May, 250 followers of Kiihnen held 
a conference in the eastern German city of 
Cottbus at which the Austrian convicted 
weapons gatherer, Gottfried Kussel, was 
named as Kihnen’s successor in a four- 
strong leadership team. 

The other three are the evil Hamburg 
fixer and promoter of David Irving, 
Christian Worch, who will be the real 
brains behind the scenes, the loudmouthed 
Heinz Reisz from Langen near Frankfurt 
and the leader of the Wotan’s Volk fighting 
group, Arnulf Priem. 

All the new leadership have been active 
in the east and the rising levels of fascist 
recruitment, activity and violence there 
indicate the frightening potential of a nazi 
‘reunification’. 

Kihnen bore a major responsibility for 
stoking up the fires of violence against 
refugees and the attacks on Jewish 
cemeteries and other communal property 
that are now sweeping the five new 
German states. 

Almost his last act was to call into action 
the fascist mobs who have been attacking 
Polish people at German-Polish frontier 
crossings (see page 12). 

There is no reason whatsoever to doubt 
that his successors will pursue the same 
course and every reason to worry that their 
movement will continue to grow. 


Antisemitism 
grows 


Leipzig Christian-Jewish relations 
specialist Friedrich Magirius has warned 
that antisemitism is growing in east 
Germany. 

Speaking at the annual meeting of the 
city’s Christian-Jewish Working Group, he 
said: “Many young people are abusing the 
new freedom in east Germany for 
unlimited antisemitic outbursts”. 

Continuing, he said that this 
development was being assisted by neo- 
nazis from western Germany. He asked his 
audience to show solidarity with Jewish 
people. 


Jewish protest 


German Jewish community leader Heinz 
Galinski has lodged a protest with the 
authorities in Dresden after their failure to 
halt a planned neo-nazi celebration of 
Hitler’s birthday in the city on 20 April. 

He said that such activities were 
“unbelievable” and added that he had told 
Federal Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schauble of German Jews’ concern at the 
rise in extreme-right-wing activities. 

This activity was now, he warned, 
growing to a dangerous extent and called 
for greater “social awareness” to combat 
this trend. 

Also, in an interview with a news agency, 
Galinski said that the recent spate of 
attacks and insults on Poles at the frontier 
between Germany and Poland were “new 
evidence of the gross inability of the police 
to tackle extreme-right rioters who had 
shouted nazi slogans and given Hitler 
salutes”. 


Galinski also condemned the fact that 
air-time had been given on Berlin’s “access 
TV” channel to a US neo-nazi to broadcast 
propaganda for a fourth Reich. 

Senior police officer Gregor Lehnert 
refused to accept Galinski’s accusation that 
the police were “impotent” and claimed 
that the police had successfully prevented 


nazi activities on 20 April. 


Impossible job 


Wolfgang Kupke, the foreigners’ official in 
the eastern German city of Halle, has said 
that his job of looking after the interests of 
guest workers is “becoming almost 
impossible” because of increasing racism. 

Said Kupke: “Thousands of unemployed, 
a lack of apprenticeships and the resulting 
social fears break down into xenophobia”. 

Kupke is convinced that “social peace” in 
the five east German states is “seriously 
threatened” and is pessimistic about a 
solution. 

He told reporters: “We can only try to 
fight against racism by opening a dialogue 
between East Germans and foreigners and 
by reaching the 13- to 19-year-olds who are 
most easily infected with racism”. 


Soldier murdered 


An 18-year-old Red Army soldier has been 
murdered by unknown fascists at an 
isolated spot near the east German town of 
Wittstock. 

The soldier, who was on sentry duty, was 
guarding a rifle range when his assassins 
riddled him with bullets and made off with a 
Soviet machine gun and 60 rounds of 
ammunition. 

The Potsdam police have established a 


special inquiry team to hunt the soldier’s 
killers. A similar incident occurred near 
Schwerin at the end of last year. 

Nazis in eastern Germany have been 
paying special attention to gathering 
weapons. Members of Gottfried Kiissel’s 
illegal SA brownshirts are known to be 
building up arsenals and to have possession 
of Soviet automatic rifles and rocket 
launchers. 

Most of them are thought to have been 
bought illicitly from Soviet soldiers whose 
morale has reached disintegration point, 
but now it seems the nazis may have turned 
to the practice current after the first world 
war of murdering occupation forces to 
acquire their weapons. 


Fascists attack 
Chernobyl children 


A German fascist leader led a violent 
attack on child victims of the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster in the German town of 
Zittau last month. 

Rene Druschke, 23, the leader of the 
fascist Republikaner Partei in the town, 
was in command of a 10-strong stormtroop 
armed with stones and burning torches, 
which staged a middle of the night raid on 
10 May on a building where 40 young 
Chernobyl victims were sleeping. 

The fascists broke into the building, 
shouting xenophobic slogans. A nurse who 
tried to shield the children was, according 
to the police, “beaten to the ground”. 

The police also said that there was “no 
need to use force because the attackers had 
left” and because “neighbours were 
discussing with the vandals”. 

None of the fascists were arrested. 


SWITZERLAND 


Racists bomb again 


A Ziurich community centre used by left- 
wing and alternative groups has been 
bombed and extensively damaged in what 
may have been a fascist attack. 

Though nobody was hurt, the centre is 
clearly the object of a hostile campaign. 
Only days after the bombing, the centre’s 
caretaker discovered that containers of rat 
poison had been placed in the children’s 
playground. 

Switzerland’s already racist atmosphere 
has been heightened by a recent decision 
by a household appliances firm in 
Romanshorn to ban its 40 Turkish women 
workers from wearing headscarves at 
work. 

One woman, employed for over 19 years 
by the firm, was ordered to remove her 
headscarf and on refusing to do so was 
sacked. Though a court found she was 
wrongfully dismissed, the firm has refused 
to give her back her job and has paid £2,000 
in compensation. 

Most interesting was the firm’s court 
defence of its action on the grounds that it 
had to “protect itself from foreign 
influences” and “maintain its Swiss 
character” and thus prevent visitors from 


“thinking that Islam was taking over”. 

Despite such cases, the electoral wing of 
Swiss fascism, Nationale Aktion, has not 
been able to capitalise on this very public 
demonstration of xenophobia and racism. 

Standing several candidates in recent 
cantonal elections in Zurich, Nationale 
Aktion lost two of its six seats in the 
cantonal parliament. However, this loss 
was more than made up by the fact that the 
loony ultra-right Auto Partei (a motorists’ 
lobby group) won two seats. 


From our Swiss correspondent 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Inkatha makes 
devil’s pact with 
racists 


The nazi Afrikaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB) led by Eugene Terre’Blanche has 
moved into direct armed confrontation 
with black people. 

Last month four farmers and AWB 
supporters were shot and wounded by 
police after 300 white men, mainly farmers, 
stormed two black squatters’ camps at 
Tshing and Goedgavonden in _ the 


Transvaal. Both places are close to the 
AWB stronghold of Ventersdorp. 

In the raids, aimed at evicting the 
squatters, the AWB-led farmers arrived in 
trucks and on horseback and smashed huts, 
destroyed cars and seriously wounded 16 
black people. Police then drove back the 
invaders with tear gas. 

In a second nazi raid, police opened fire, 
arrested several of the white farmers and 
seized weapons from them. Many of the 
attackers wore the khaki uniform of the 
AWB and Terre’Blanche himself was 
directly involved at one stage. 

The nazi violence followed. attempts by 
black people to reclaim land illegally taken 
from them 13 years ago. Since then, the 
land has been in the hands of the whites. 

These forays are only the latest turn in 
what seems to be a three-pronged offensive 
involving police, Zulu Chief Buthelezi’s 
Inkatha organisation and now the AWB 
against the African National Congress 
liberation movement. 

There has been mounting evidence of 
police collusion in Inkatha’s bloody 
atrocities against the ANC and white 
racists are actually joining Buthelezi’s 
apartheid collaborationist and  anti- 
communist movement. 

Since last year, Inkatha has recruited 
over 100,000 whites to its ranks. Obviously, 
they hold out the hope that Inkatha will 
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help them maintain their privileges and see 
Buthelezi as a powerful ally. His aims 
certainly do not conflict with those of 
apartheid or the AWB, despite his party 
being open to all races. 

And when Buthelezi flops, it is to the 
heavily armed and dangerous AWB that 
these frenzied whites will turn in a last 
desperate gamble to keep their fur coats 
and swimming pools. 


ITALY 


Breakthrough for 
regional racists 


Results from May’s elections in 29 Italian 
municipalities have shown a dramatic 
slump in support for the fascist Italian 
Social Movement (MSI) but, more 
disturbingly, a transfer of its vote to ultra- 
right regionalist groups like the Lombardy 
League. 

In Valenza Po in Lombardy, fascist 
separatists grabbed a shock 23 per cent of 
the vote — up from their last score of only 
two per cent — while the MSI plunged into 
virtual collapse. 

Equally worrying was the depletion of 
the vote for the former Communists, now 
named the Party of the Democratic Left 
(PDS), from 23 per cent to 17 per cent. In 
the south around Naples, this shortfall 
benefited the Socialists but in the north, the 
scene of mounting racist activity, most 
former communist votes switched to the 
Lombardy League. 

The wing of the Communists who walked 
out when the PDS renounced Marxism and 
the hammer and sickle and established the 
Communist Refoundation Party did 
surprisingly well with 2.7 per cent of the 
vote. 

However, the results overall signify a 
shift to the right and can only serve to add 
to Italy’s current political instability. 


BELGIUM 


Arab youths fight 
racist police 


About 500 mainly Moroccan youths fought 
running battles with Brussels riot police for 
two nights last month in a protest at a 
planned fascist meeting in the city’s run- 
down Molenbeek district. 

Though the fascist rally did not 
materialise, police poured into the area to 
drive the youths off the streets. Once this 
happened, the fighting then spread into the 
St Josse area. 

In the battles, described as the worst 
racial clashes in Belgian history, cars were 
wrecked, petrol bombs hurled at police and 
the Molenbeek police station heavily 
damaged as the black youths laid siege to it. 
Over 200 protesters were arrested. 

The riots were a long-repressed response 
to years of intimidation and harassment 
from the police whose frequent identity 
checks have caused simmering resentment. 
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Discrimination is also widespread in 
Belgium, particularly in the field of jobs 
and housing, with Moroccan immigrants 
being forbidden from living in some parts of 
Brussels. 

Local authorities have now pledged to 
increase help for city areas with heavy 
concentrations of immigrants, many of 
whom are jobless and live in sub-standard 
housing. 


Revisionist found 
guilty of slander 


Following on from last month’s successful 
prosecution of Auschwitz liar Robert 
Faurisson in neighbouring France, a 
Brussels court has convicted Olivier 
Mathieu, a lesser-known French specimen 
of Holocaust revisionism. 

Mathieu, who owns a racist bookshop in 
Paris, was found guilty of slandering a 
journalist and of “grossly insulting black 
people and Jews”. 

The remarks were made at a conference 
of the nazi Parti des Forces Nouvelles 
(PFN) at which Mathieu repeated 
statements made by Faurisson and then 
accused a journalist of belonging to 
MOSSAD, the Israeli secret service. 

Mathieu went on to compare the Jews 
with the sick and blacks with animals and 
expressed regret that he could not bomb 
Jerusalem and New York, which he called 
“Jewish cosmopolitan areas”. 

Found guilty under the Belgian anti- 
racist laws of July 1981, he was jailed for 18 
months and ordered to pay symbolic 
damages to an anti-racist and a Jewish 
organisation, as well as _ paying for 
publication of the judgement in three 
national papers. 

Mathieu’s sentence is the heaviest so far 
under the anti-racist laws. For the slander 
he was also fined £1,700. 


SWEDEN 


Nazi terrorist 
unmasked 


The smooth surface of Sweden’s fast- 
growing fascist Sweden Democrats (SD) 
got a few heavy dents at the end of April 
when party chairman Anders Klarstrom 
was unmasked as a terrorist in an hour-long 
peak viewing time TV show. 

Formed in 1988, the SD is the inheritor of 
the now defunct street-active Keep Sweden 
Swedish, which was notorious for its 
violence and skinhead backing in the early 
1980s. 

Now the skinhead image has_ been 
dropped and the party has an estimated 
5,000 members, making it the biggest post- 
war fascist outfit in Sweden. 

Part of the SD’s relative success has been 
the general discontent with the established 
political parties. With only five months to 
go to the next general election, the standing 
of the ruling Social Democrats is at its 
lowest since the 1930s and a new populist 
party, the New Democrats, has gained nine 


per cent support since its formation at the 
beginning of the year. 

The SD has successfully mounted the 
anti-establishment bandwagon with its 
strident calls for a halt to foreign 
immigration, the restoration of the death 
penalty and other populist demands. 

Most worrying has been the support the 
SD’s racist policy has captured amongst 
young people who know nothing of the 
party’s shady past. Forecasts suggest that at 
local level, at least, the SD looks set to win 
seats on some local councils. 

Media coverage is thus all-important and 
when Klarstrém got the chance to take part 
in the popular 20:00 TV show he grabbed it 
with both hands. 

The show turned out to be a less than 
satisfying experience for Klarstr6m who sat 
and winced as presenter Barbro Hard 
recounted cases of neo-nazi violence, 
intimidation and terror tactics, all of which 
Klarstr6m strenuously denied. 

Then Ms Hard got round to Klarstroém 
himself, producing evidence from a police 
file which revealed that in the 1980s 
Klarstr6m had been a member of the 
violent Hitlerite Nordic Reich Party 
(NRP). 

Juicy morsels from the fat file showed 
that Klarstr6m, when arrested in 1986, had 
confessed to a string of offences including 
violent attacks on left-wing bookshops and 
theft of ammunition during his army 
service, and that he was behind at least one 
telephone death threat against a well- 
known anti-fascist media personality. 

Three members’ of — Klarstr6ém’s 
Gothenburg NRP cell graduated to the 
brutal murder of homosexuals while others 
went on to join Klarstrém in the SD. 

Klarstrém left the studio rapidly at the 
end of the programme in a bid to evade 
press attention. 

Much of the research for the 20:00 
programme was based on an excellent 
forthcoming book The Extreme Right by 
journalists Stieg Larsson and Anna-Lena 
Lodenius. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


Convicted leader of 


nationalist group 
commits suicide 


Tver, 29 April, Tass — _ Konstantin 
Smirnov-Ostashvili, a convicted leader of 
the nationalist Pamyat organisation, 


committed suicide in a penitentiary in Tver, 
not far from Moscow. 

He was sentenced to two years in a 
maximum security prison last December 
for having led a disturbance at Moscow’s 
central writers’ house, which was marked 
by violations of ethnic and racial equality. 

B. Frolov, chief of the Tver regional 
administration for corrective labour 
institutions, said that Smirnov-Ostashvili 
left no suicide note and that the reason why 
he took his own life remains a mystery. 

He said an investigation is under way. 


As a feature of Searchlight’s inter- 
national coverage, the research depart- 
ment of the Centre for Democratic 
Renewal presents a regular column on 
the activities of the far right in the 
United States. 


Here come the 
dinosaurs 


The Democratic Party may have a shortage 
of candidates to take a run at George Bush 
and the Presidency in 1992, but there is no 
end to the volunteers on the far right. First 
out of the box with his recommendations 
was Joe Sobran, the intrepid editor of what 
was once William Buckley’s National 
Review magazine. A little known fact about 
Joe is the passing grade he once gave to the 
slick white | supremacist monthly 
Instauration. Recently he lent his name to a 
letter supporting ex-CIA man _ Victor 
Marchetti’s New American View. 

Marchetti’s mag began with a less 
wholesome moniker, Zionist Watch. But 
that was when Marchetti was working with 
the Liberty Lobby. The Liberty Lobby is 
well known for denying the nazi genocide 
of European Jews and for claiming Dr 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was a communist. 
For that matter, the Liberty Lobby claimed 
the Klansmen and neo-nazis who murdered 
five “communists” in Greensboro were 
patriots. Now Marchetti has thrown his hat 
in the LaRouche ring, joining with two 
LaRouchians in a book produced by an 
antisemitic Japanese publishing house. 

But Sobran didn’t stop with Marchetti. 
He thinks the Libertarian Party may be the 
best horse to bet on in 1992. After all, the 
Libertarians ran John Birch Society crank 
Ron Paul for President in 1988. 

Sobran is part of the new wave of 
conservatives unhappy with George Bush. 
Their leading voice is Pat Buchanan. 
The former Nixon aide and Reagan 
speechwriter is the darling of a pack of 
right-wing nutters calling themselves 
paleo-conservatives. Paleo, of course, to 
distinguish themselves from the awful neo- 
conservatives. The neos, they claim, just 
moved onto the conservative block, are 
really one worlders and Jewish! 

In Pat’s own words: “With the unifying 
issue of anti-communism fading, the deep 
disagreements between neo-cons and 
traditional conservatives are surfacing. 
And the time to split the blanket has 
probably arrived”. The subtext is that 
racism, rather than red-baiting, will once 
again become the unifying issue for the 
right wing. This will push the dinosaur 


conservatives over into bed with their 
distant cousins in the Klan. 

But despite a new round of marches and 
rallies, Klan groups are having a hard time 
getting their sputtering machine going. 
Chicago Knights leader Ed Novak and 
American White Supremacist Party 
nobody Matt Hale travelled to Denver for a 
joint skin-Klan-neo-nazi march on Hitler’s 
birthday weekend. But when 100 racists 
walked into the street they were met by 
over 500 anti-racist demonstrators who 
promptly took control. 

The next week over 150 Kluxers marched 
through Meridian and _ Philadelphia, 
Mississippi — site of some of the worst 
Klan violence of the 1960s. Terry Boyce’s 
Confederate Knights of America organised 
the marches. Mississippi grand dragon 
Marcus Blanton, Dennis Mahon from 


UNITED STATES 


Reagan’s incredible 
SS claim 


Ex-US President Ronald Reagan has given 
an explanation of his controversial 1985 
visit to the Bitburg war cemetery where SS 
men are buried. 

The reasons, contained in several letters 
to the World Jewish Congress, border on 
the bizarre. 

For example he admits that SS men are 
buried in Bitburg but claims that some of 
them “gave their lives for Jews”! 

Reagan’s reasons have shifted about 
ever since his disgraceful visit and he has 
even claimed that some of the SS men were 
“executed for attempting to save Jews”. 

Meanwhile, Kalman  Sultanick, the 
deputy-president of the WJC and a death 
camp survivor, has refuted Reagan’s 
excuses by pointing out that “there is no 
archive or other evidence to back up the ex- 
President’s claims”. 


Citizens of Coeur d’Alene unite against racism in a “Walk for racial equality”. 


Oklahoma and Dave Holland from 
Georgia also brought their troops. Special 
guest was California White Aryan 
Resistance leader Tom Metzger, who has 
studiously avoided Klan marches since he 
quit David Duke’s group in 1980. But 
Metzger is looking for all the friends he 
can, since losing a civil suit in Portland, 
Oregan, when three of his skinhead 
followers beat an Ethiopian immigrant to 
death. When Tom _ returned from 
Mississippi it was just in time to see the 
sheriff's deputies cart away his computers, 
video cameras, videotape duplicating 
system, 1979 pickup truck and a mobile 
home he used for a skinhead meeting hall. 

Buchanan’s dinosaurs better link up with 
Metzger’s boneheads before they are all 
just fossils in a museum. 


ARGENTINA 


Nazi vandal nicked 


Buenos Aires police have arrested Horacio 
Carrondi, a 30-year-old nazi, at his home in 
the city on suspicion of a massive 
desecration of a Jewish cemetery. 

In the attack, which took place at the end 
of April, over 110 tombstones were 
smashed and metal plaques torn from 
them. Leaders of Argentina’s 250,000 Jews 
said that this was “the. most extensive 
aggression against Jewish property in many 
years”. 

When the police searched Carrondi’s 
house they found a military rifle, nazi 
paraphernalia and some of the plaques that 
had been stolen from the cemetery. In 
addition they discovered a notebook with 
the name of the judge investigating the 
case. 

The incident is not the first in recent 
months. Earlier in April, a synagogue in 
Entre Rios was attacked and defiled and 
last year there was a wave of vandalism at 
Jewish cemeteries and synagogues. 
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LETTERS 


Dear Searchlight, 6 May 1991 


Searchlight’s attack on my introduction to 
Marek Edelman’s The Ghetto Fights 
(published by the Socialist Workers Party 
last October) was extremely sectarian. The 
article by David Herman seemed to be 
motivated by personal malice, always a sign 
of doubtful argument. 

Fourteen years ago both Searchlight and 
the SWP played pivotal roles in building the 
Anti-Nazi League, the huge mass 
movement which wrecked the National 
Front at the time when it was poised to 
make the kind of breakthrough that Le 
Pen’s fascists did achieve in France. The 
Anti-Nazi League, quite rightly, found 
space for Jews, Zionists and Anti-Zionists 
alike, as well as everyone else who said 
“Never Again!” This was its great strength. 
Whatever the merits of the debate between 
Zionists and Anti-Zionists, and of course it 
is very important, it has no place in an anti- 
fascist magazine like Searchlight. 

Nevertheless it is in the spirit of the Anti- 
Nazi League, non-sectarian and fraternal, 
that I will try and reply in the limited space 
available. Marek Edelman’s The Ghetto 
Fights is, without doubt, the most 
remarkable personal memoir of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising written by its sole 
surviving military commander. (The 
Searchlight writers completely ignored the 
book’s contents.) 

It is quite simply a marvellous piece of 
writing for any anti-fascist. The memoir 
illustrates two eternal truths about the 
struggle against fascism. One, that the 
scapegoated and the oppressed, in 
conditions which are beyond the 
imaginations of most of us, can overcome 
the intense feelings of humiliation and 
discover within themselves the courage to 
fight back. In one passage Edelman 
describes how 60 unarmed fighters had 
been captured and ordered to enter the 
cattle trucks for the death camps. They 
refused. Each one was shot dead on the 


spot. Edelman writes: “This group’s 
behaviour, however, served as an 
inspiration that always, under all 


circumstances, one should oppose the 
Germans”. 

The second truth illustrated by 
Edelman’s book about the struggle against 
fascism is that the oppressed can and must 
seek solidarity from others even in the face 
of overwhelming odds. All the Jewish 
resistance organisations in the Ghetto 
recognised the importance of ties with the 
Polish Underground. Yet the Polish 
Underground was far from immune from 
antisemitism. Nevertheless ZOB, the 
Jewish Fighting Organisation which led the 
uprising, saw fit to issue, in the desperate 
dying hours of the battle, its Manifesto to 
the Poles which must rank as one of the 
greatest ever appeals to the sentiments of 
solidarity. 

But there is another reason why this 
memoir is of tremendous significance. 
Marek Edelman was a leader of the Bund, 
the Jewish Socialist Party of Poland. And 
the Polish Bund, quite simply, has been 
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hidden from history. One tiny illustration: 
Edelman’s book has been available in 
English since the war. Yet this is the first 
time it has been published in Britain. 

The Bund was the largest political party 
amongst Poland’s three million Jews 
immediately before the war and had an 
unparalleled record of fighting 
antisemitism. After the pogrom at Przytyk 
in 1936, the most notorious antisemitic 
incident in pre-war Poland, the Bund called 
a general strike which mobilised nearly the 
entire Jewish community as well as a 
significant section of Polish workers. 

Polish antisemites responded by calling 
for the forced expulsion of the Jews. Bund 
leader Henryk Erlich tells us: 

“Tt was at that very time that three Zionist 
celebrities descended upon Poland ... 
Ben Gurion, Grunbaum and Jabotinsky. 
Each affirmed that the Polish 
antisemites were 100 per cent correct!” 

They argued that it was futile to try and 
resist antisemitism and that mass 
emigration to a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine was the only solution. It is easy to 
see why the Bund felt that the Zionist 
leaders were undermining the struggle 
against antisemitism. 


THE GHETTO FIGHTS 


WARSAW 1941-43 


at 
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It is these pre-war attitudes which partly 
explain the bitter internal political splits in 
the Warsaw Ghetto which the Searchlight 
writers elevate to such supreme 
importance. The Bund, which had its own 
underground resistance movement, felt at 
first that they could have no confidence in 
the fighting capacities of the Zionist 
organisations. However, the unique and 
terrifying circumstances of the Ghetto 
inevitably transformed all the political 
organisations. The left Zionist youth 
groups in particular rebelled against the 
fatalism and pessimism of their elders and 
formed battle organisations which became 
central to ZOB. This is quite clearly stated 
in both Edelman’s account and my 
introduction, despite the abuse of one of 
the Searchlight writers. In fact the attack on 
the Bund in the Searchlight writers’ account 
reduces to an argument about meetings and 
dates of meetings — when did the Bund 


join with the Zionists and when didn’t it 
. . . There is indeed an argument about this 
but it cannot even be attempted without 
understanding the political background, 
particularly the poisonous legacy left by the 
Hitler-Stalin pact and the problems this 
posed for uniting anti-fascists in Poland. 
This is just not possible in a 750-word 
article. 

Searchlight should have praised the 
publication of Marek Edelman’s The 
Ghetto Fights as an inspiration for any 
modern anti-fascist, rather than collude ina 
sectarian attempt to bury it. 


Yours sincerely, 
John Rose 


David Herman replies 


John Rose’s letter is as disingenuous as his 
introduction to Marek Edelman’s work. If 
he had read my article it would have been 
obvious that I was not attacking either the 
Bund or the book itself. Indeed I agree with 
Mr Rose, the work is a marvellous piece of 
anti-fascist literature. 

There are a number of points to be made 
regarding Mr Rose’s letter. Firstly, of 
course, all the Jewish groups involved in 
the Warsaw ghetto uprising recognised the 
importance of ties with the Polish 
underground. The fact remains that not 
only was this view not reciprocated but at 
the moment of the Jews’ greatest need they 
were deserted by the Polish left. Mr Rose 
misses the point, for it was only when the 
Bund realised this fact that they 
wholeheartedly threw themselves behind 
the Zionists and Communists in the ZOB. 
Therefore the argument is not reduced to a 
matter of dates but is one of strategy and 
historical events of great significance. 

Secondly, the allusion to an identity of 
ideology between Zionists and Polish 
antisemites is a common slur levelled at 
Zionists by the SWP. The Zionists were not 
undermining the struggle against 
antisemitism; they were proposing a radical 
solution for the Jews. In hindsight, they 
were of course correct. Isaac Deutscher, 
the one-time confidant of Trotsky, argues: 
“If instead of arguing against Zionism in the 
1920s and 1930s I had urged European Jews 
to go to Palestine, I might have helped to 
save some of the lives that were later 
extinguished in Hitler’s gas chambers” 
(The Non-Jewish Jew). 

Thirdly, I did not and would not attack 
the Bund. I believe it repulsive to attack the 
victims. It is the SWP which is constantly 
guilty of this with its accusation of nazi- 
Zionist collaboration. My attack was not 
motivated by personal maliciousness 
against Mr Rose. I feel a sense of outrage 
against all those who try to distort the 
history of the Shoa in order to use it for 
their own sectarian ends. 

Marek Edelman is not a Trotskyite and 
he has distanced himself from the politics of 
the SWP. I stand by my article because I 
believe Mr Rose has placed his political 
bias before the rules of history in his 
attempt to attack Zionists and _ his 
appropriation of the history of the Bund to 
support his ideal of a spurious left 
internationalism. This is not true of Marek 
Edelman; his book should be read. 


The Royal Assent has at long last been 
given to the War Crimes Act and soon, 
it is expected, Home Secretary Kenneth 
Baker will initiate definite and detailed 
police investigation into alleged war 
criminals living in Britain. 

Thus we have reached the end of the 
beginning, but getting there has not been 
easy. Quite the contrary because the 
passage of this important law provoked a 
major constitutional crisis, thanks to the 
efforts of the House of Lords to reject it 
each time it was passed by a Commons 
majority. 

Now the Government has overridden the 
Lords by use of the Parliament Act, which 
itself is unprecedented having never before 
been used by a Conservative 
administration. John Major and _ his 
predecessor, Margaret Thatcher, deserve 
praise on this score. 

But praise is hardly what they have had 
from the law’s opponents because still, a 
band of critics, ranging from ex-Prime 
Minister Edward Heath through the Daily 
Telegraph and The Times to people like ex- 
Labour Home Secretary Roy Jenkins and 
former Nuremberg prosecutor Lord 
Shawcross, is complaining that the War 
Crimes Act “violates legal traditions”. 

The squeals of protest from those who 
prefer to forgive and forget ignore the 
substance of the matter — mass murder — 
and concentrate only on constitutional 
niceties. 

However, the extent of the opposition 
only serves to indicate the extent of the 
victory in this affair for all those who stuck 
to it: the All-Party Parliamentary War 
Crimes Group and its staff, led so ably by 
Merlyn Rees and Greville Janner MP, the 
Union of Jewish Students and Searchlight. 


Five years ago when Searchlight 
launched the campaign, already in 
preparation long before the Simon 


Wiesenthal Centre published its list of 17 
war criminals living here, we did not 
foresee that our collective efforts would 
result in such an enormous success. 

The fact that grass-roots campaigns of 
the kind we launched rarely achieve success 
in the form of specific legislation was never 
allowed to be a deterrent. 

This was and remains a fight for justice 
whose object is to bring those whose hands 
are soaked in the blood of tens of thousands 
of Jews and other East European victims of 
the nazi extermination machine to face 
judgement for their unspeakable crimes. 

At the outset we named names, we 
published details, we went to the USSR and 
Baltic states to gather vital evidence, we 
prepared dossiers — later submitted to the 
preliminary Hetherington-Chambers 
Inquiry — and with others we held public 
meetings (600 attended the one in 
Manchester) and we_ lobbied and 
demonstrated at the House of Commons. 

And there was the _ spectacular 
Searchlight postcard campaign, featuring 


Victory for war crimes campaign 


one particular monster who had butchered 
Jews and Soviet partisans. Tens of 
thousands of these thudded onto the desk 
of the then Home Secretary, Douglas 
Hurd. 

Then, just to make sure that the matter 
got the biggest public airings, there were 
the excellent television programmes on the 
theme produced by Bob Tomlinson of 
Scottish Television, the BBC’s Heart of the 
Matter, Thames and Central Television. 

Will there be trials? That is not yet 
known, but we hope so. We recognise that 
there will be difficulties in gathering 
evidence and witnesses sufficient to satisfy 
the requirements of the courts but believe 
firmly that, with diligent investigation by 
the police team that has been waiting to go 
into action, prosecutions can be successful. 

At least three individuals could face 
immediate charges and a further 75 warrant 
serious investigation. Additionally, eight 
others whose names have been passed to 


the authorities by the Simon Wiesenthal 
Centre could also come under the 
microscope. 

It is also to be hoped that the whole 
sordid path by which these murderers came 
to be amongst us in the first place will now 
be comprehensively uncovered and those 
in the security services and other branches 
of the state who accomplished such 
“achievements” as overseeing the removal 
of SS tattoos from would-be immigrants 
and ignoring their bestial records to 
facilitate their entry into the UK will also 
be brought into the daylight. 

We use the word sordid advisedly. The 
nazis here are only small threads in a bigger 
tapestry of deceit. For example, instead of 
arresting people like Klaus Barbie, British 
Intelligence tried to recruit him. The 
papers surrounding British dealings with 
him and people like Auschwitz camp 
doctor Josef Mengele must also be released 
to public scrutiny. 


Top war criminal 
dies in Vienna 


Walter Reder, a nazi war criminal and SS 
officer who massacred 1,800 Italian 
civilians in the Italian village of Marzabotto 
in 1944, has died aged 75 in Vienna. 

Reder was given a life sentence for the 
atrocity in 1951 in Italy and was released in 
1985 to return to Austria. His return to 
Vienna caused an international scandal 
when he was greeted with handshakes by 
the then Austrian Defence Minister, 
Friedhelm Frischenschlager. 

Reder’s release followed a_ public 
campaign by both the Austrian government 
and the Roman Catholic Church, despite 
protests by relatives of the massacre 
victims. 

In a separate war crimes development, a 
nazi SS killer was set free last month with a 
£50,000 fine for his part in the murder of 
concentration camp prisoners. 

Karl-Bruno Blanch, aged 71, who until 
recently lived in California, had been 
charged with the murder of at least three 
prisoners in the Mauthausen camp in April 
1945. 

His release followed a deal between the 
prosecution and Blanch’s defence lawyers 
at the court in Duisburg. 

In another case in Duisburg, an SS 
corporal, accused of killing Jews in 
Auschwitz and Birkenau, claimed that he 
had given bread to prisoners. 

Heinrich Johannes Kuehnemann, 73, 
said that he gave food to Jewish prisoners 
and helped a Polish prisoner to escape. “If 
prisoners were found stealing clothes”, said 
Kuehnemann, “they were spanked on the 
bottom and that was it”. 

Prosecutors, however, said he was in 
charge of rounding up Jews _ for 
extermination and had “killed people vilely 
and horribly”. 


He had also served as a member of an SS 
“clearing unit” which, said the prosecution, 
“ensured the industrially-organised mass 
killing of Jewish people”. 


East’s files open 


Researchers into nazi war crimes have new 
opportunities to deepen their studies 
following the opening of long-closed 
archives in the USSR and other East 
European states. 

Already a preliminary survey of archives 
in Moscow by researchers from Israel’s 
Yad Vashem Institute has revealed that the 
German army had a much bigger hand in 
mass murders and atrocities on the Eastern 
Front than was hitherto believed. 

Says Yad Vashem director Samuel 
Krakowski, “The role of the Wehrmacht 
has to be examined in a new light now”. He 
added that massacres of Jews in the Baltic 
states and the Ukraine were attributed to 
Himmler’s SS but many had been the work 
of the army. 

Also, Krakowski suggested that the 
figure of six million murdered Jews should 
be “revised upwards” and that the part 
played by Hungarian, Czech and Yugoslav 
collaborators in the nazi extermination 
programme had been “surprisingly big”. 

Krakowski’s comments drew measured 
support from German historians in this 
field. Wolfgang Benz from the Berlin 
Centre for Research into Antisemitism said 
that newly accessible material would “add 
to the overall picture without changing the 
picture itself”. 

A former official German military 
historian, Manfred Messerschmidt, ex- 
pressed considerable interest in the fact 
that millions of wartime letters from 
German soldiers were held in Leningrad 
and Moscow and would reveal more about 
the army’s role. 
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SEARCHLIGHT IN ACTION 


The biggest pleasure for the Searchlight 
team so far this year was to speak at the 
largest of the fringe meetings at the 
National Union of Students spring 
conference in Blackpool. 

The meeting was held in support of 
Richard Hermer, a candidate for the union 
executive running on an anti-racist and 
anti-fascist ticket. Richard is also the editor 
of On Guard, the youth publication of the 
anti-fascist movement. 

He romped home in the election with the 
biggest single vote of any candidate. 

During the last month Searchlight 
speakers were heard twice on the radio and 
we helped research a major two-part 
investigation into the British National 
Party in Scotland which appeared in the 
Sunday Mail. : 

The team spoke at meetings in Hove, 
Keele, Canterbury, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford as well as several in the greater 
London area and played a major role in 
organising against the BNP rally at 
Thamesmead and in a surveillance of the 
League of St George conference in London 
on 25 May. 

The editor and some of the team were 
invited to the launch of the book Neo- 


; 


ia 


Richard Hermer speaking in Blackpool. 


Fascism in Europe to which we _ had 
contributed a chapter on Britain. The 
gathering at the Italian Institute in London 
was very well attended and a lively question 
and answer session followed speeches by 
three leading academics. Searchlight’s 
editor left the audience in no doubt about 
the nature of fascism in the 1990s and its 
dangers. 


Bushell v. 
Searchlight 


Searchlight, its printers and its 
editor were sued by the Sun 
columnist and features writer, 
Garry Bushell, over an article that 
appeared in our February 1991 
issue. 

In an attempt to bring these 
proceedings to a halt so that we 
can get on with our work of 
fighting fascism and racism, we 


paid the sum of £1,010 into court. 


This 
accepted. 

Searchlight has not made any 
apology to Mr Bushell. 

Despite the support of friends in 
the legal profession, the total cost 
of defending this action is likely to 
be around £7,000. 

At a time of expansion for the 
magazine this has been a blow. We 
hope readers and friends will con- 
sider making donations to help us 
pay these costs. 


payment has_ been 


Growing opposition to racism and fascism 


Reports reaching Searchlight from 
various parts of Britain indicate an 
increasing level of activity against the 
racists and nazis. 


In the Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association’s annual report for 1990/91 we 
read of a high level of activity and success. 
This ranges from work in schools, youth 
clubs and at football grounds to continuing 
political and financial support from the 
local labour movement. 

A calendar of local fascist and racist 
activity shows a high level of violent crime 
aimed at minorities in the area, both 
Muslim and Jewish. On the success list are 
the dumping by the local post office of 
Gordon Stridiron, one of the north east’s 
most active nazis in the last 20 years, and 
the jailing yet again of Kevin Turner, leader 
of the nazi Oi music group, Skullhead. 

The local police and some community 
leaders have been playing a strange game 
of refusing to acknowledge a series of anti- 
Muslim and anti-Jewish daubings despite 
the fact that local anti-fascists recorded 
them on film. Searchlight published some 
of the photos in the last issue. 

Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
can be contacted c/o 4 Cloth Market, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI 1EA, 
telephone 091 232 4606. 

In Teeside an Anti-Fascist Association 
has been formed. We _ have recently 
received a leaflet issued by local poly- 
technic students introducing readers to the 
work of the association and recommending 
material against racism and fascism for 
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people to read. 

In Leicester the ongoing high level of 
activity by the Leicester Racial Attacks 
Monitoring Project (RAMP) and the Inter 
Racial Solidarity group has resulted in 
keeping the nazi British National Party’s 
vote well down and bringing out hundreds 
of people to oppose nazi action in the city. 

Both groups held a series of events 
throughout the year to bring people 
together to oppose the racists and nazis. 
They now have the infrastructure to 
organise a quick response when the nazis 
climb out of their local bunkers. 

RAMP’s 1990 report is well researched 
and illustrated with case studies and graphs 
of activity levels. Copies can be obtained 
from RAMP at Seymour House, 
6 Seymour Street, Highfields, Leicester, 
telephone 0533 621 727. 

Inter Racial Solidarity can be reached at 
138 Charles Street, Leicester LE! 1LB, 
telephone 0533 518 165. 

We have heard from Exeter that a new 
larger anti-fascist group may be set up in 
the. autumn. 

In the home counties we have liaised 
closely with local activists to help them 
organise and have encouraged them to set 
up a network of contacts to enable them to 
call out people to oppose the fascists at very 
short notice. Hence the good turn out 
against the National Front in Hemel 
Hempstead recently and earlier in the year 
the high level of pressure to ensure a lack of 
success for a Blood and Honour gig in the 
area. 

Sheffield students have joined with local 


anti-racists and anti-fascists to set up a new 
broad based group in the city. We have 
promised one of the organisers good local 
intelligence on the far right if the group 
takes a non-sectarian approach. The group 
can be contacted through the students 
union. 

An early meeting of the group was 
marred by suggestions from one person 
present that the anarchist movement had 
evidence that Searchlight were police 
informers. As we suspected, this turned out 
to be a rehash of the story on fascist dirty 
tricks that appeared on page 19 of our April 
issue. When this was pointed out to the 
person, he did not seem too keen to listen. 

We wish the new group every success and 
information on BNP members working for 
the local council will be handed over soon. 

The successful turn out in Greenwich 
over the Thamesmead racial murder earlier 
this year and the ongoing campaign to shut 
down the BNP headquarters in Welling 
show that the anti-fascist movement is once 
again gaining strength in London. 

It is vitally important to spread the work 
and the workload. We reproduce on page 10 
the speech made by Anti-Fascist Action at 
the Greenwich march and agree that this 
work must be broadened if we are to defeat 
the enemy especially the BNP. 

Too much reliance is being placed on the 
same people time and time again and 
because they are constantly in the front 
line, they are suffering unacceptably high 
levels of casualties in the form of arrests. 
Other people must put their bodies where 
their mouths are. 


